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Site:  Polo Tennis & Fitness Club – Austin, Texas

Websites:  www.thepolotennisclub.com 
procircuit.usta.com

Qualifying Draw Begins: Saturday, October 8

Main Draw Begins: Tuesday, October 11

Main Draw: 32 Singles / 16 Doubles

Surface: Hard / Outdoor

Prize Money: $15,000 

Tournament Director: 
Anders Eriksson, (512) 913-0724 
tennisproeriksson@hotmail.com

Tournament Press Contact:  
Anders Eriksson, (512) 913-0724 
tennisproeriksson@hotmail.com

USTA Public Relations Contacts: 
Amanda Korba, (914) 697-2219, korba@usta.com 
Eric Schuster, (914) 696-7260, schuster@usta.com

PrIze money / PoInTs
SINGLES: Prize Money Ranking Points 
Winner $1,950 27 
Runner-up $1,350 15 
Semifinalist $720 8 
Quarterfinalist $435 3 
Round of 16 $300 1 
Round of 32 $176.25 –

DOUBLES:                  Prize Money (per team) 
Winner $945 
Runner-up $495 
Semifinalist $390 
Quarterfinalist $270 
Round of 16 $0

AUSTIN HILL COUNTRY CLASSIC
AUSTIN, TX  •  OCTOBER 8–16

The Austin Hill Country Classic returns to 
Austin, Texas, for the third year in a row. 
Austin also hosted a USTA Pro Circuit 
Challenger event on five occasions between 
1996 and 2004.  It is the first of two 
$15,000 Futures held on hard courts in 
Texas during the month of October, with an 
event in Mansfield taking place next week.  

Expected in the main draw are three former 
NCAA standouts: Nicholas Monroe, the 
top-ranked player in the field, who was a 
two-time All-American at the University 
of North Carolina and who will represent 
the United States in the Pan American 
Games in Guadalajara, Mexico, later this 
month; 2009 NCAA singles champion 
Devin Britton, who, as a freshman for the 
University of Mississippi, became the 
youngest player ever to win the NCAA title 
and who subsequently faced Roger Federer 
in the first round of the 2009 US Open; 
and Tennys Sandgren, a 2011 All-American 
at the University of Tennessee, who turned 
professional after winning back-to-back 
Futures titles in Illinois on the USTA Pro 
Circuit in July and August. 

The main draw also is expected to feature a 
number of young Americans who have had 
professional success abroad, including: 
2009 Wimbledon boys’ singles runner-up 
Jordan Cox, who reached the final of a 
Futures in Canada in September; Adam El 
Mihdawy, who advanced to the final at a 

Futures in Mexico in August; and former 
Florida Gator Jesse Levine, who reached 
the final at three consecutive Futures in 
Canada in September, capturing two titles. 
Levine also advanced to the third round at 
Wimbledon in 2009, defeating two-time 
Grand Slam tournament champion and 
former world No. 1 Marat Safin.

Among the tournament wild cards is 
Alexios Halebian, who reached the boys’ 
singles quarterfinals at the 2011 US Open 
and who trains full-time at the USTA 
Training Center-Headquarters in Boca 
Raton, Fla.  

Players expected in qualifying include: Jeff 
Dadamo and Austin Krajicek, who teamed 
to capture the 2011 NCAA men’s doubles 
title for Texas A&M in May; Joshua Zavala, 
a former University of Texas standout who 
captured two USTA Pro Circuit doubles 
titles in 2010; and 17-year-old Shane 
Vinsant, a native of Keller, Texas, who 
reached the boys’ doubles final at Roland 
Garros in June.
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Former UNC standout Nicholas Monroe, the 
top-ranked player in the field, will compete for 
the United States in the Pan American Games 
in Guadalajara, Mexico, later this month.

Jesse Levine reached the third round at  
Wimbledon in 2009 and has won two ITF  
Circuit titles in Canada since the 2011 US Open.
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USTA PRO CIRCUIT RETURNS TO AUSTIN FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR
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A number of current USTA Pro Circuit and ATP World Tour 
standouts have found success in Austin. 2010 champion Denis 
Kudla had a career-best showing on the ATP World Tour in July 
when he reached the quarterfinals in Newport, R.I. He also was 
a runner-up in the 2010 US Open juniors. Former world No. 1 
Andy Roddick won the 2000 Austin title when the event was a 
Challenger and went on to become the country’s top player for the 

last decade, winning the 2003 US Open and capturing 30 ATP 
singles titles. Robert Kendrick, who won the event in its final year 
as a Challenger in 2004, finished first on the 2010 USTA Pro 
Circuit prize money list, sweeping the singles and doubles titles at 
the $50,000 Challenger in Charlottesville, Va., and reaching the 
singles finals at four additional events.

AUSTIN PAST WINNERS 
Singles Doubles

Year Winner Runner-Up Year Winner

2010 Denis Kudla (USA) Tyler Hochwalt (USA) 2010 Chris Haggard (RSA) – Conor Pollock (USA)

2009 Michael McClune (USA) Dimitrov Kutrovsky (BUL) 2009 Cory Parr (USA) – Conor Pollock (USA)
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USTA  PRO CIRCUIT

With 90-plus tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from $10,000 
to $100,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for aspiring 
tennis players and a frequent battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched its Pro Circuit 
32 years ago to provide players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and it has since 
grown to become the largest developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering more than $2.5 million in 
prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men and women from more than 70 countries competed in cities 
nationwide. Maria Sharapova, Andy Roddick, Caroline Wozniacki, James Blake, Justine Henin, Andy 
Murray and Sam Querrey are among today’s top stars who began their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit.

The USTA Pro Circuit helped launch the 
careers of two young Americans—Melanie 
Oudin and John Isner. Oudin began 2009 
ranked No. 177, but climbed the rankings 
by winning back-to-back $50,000 USTA Pro 
Circuit events. With a boost in confidence, she 
reached the fourth round of Wimbledon and 
the quarterfinals of the 2009 US Open. She 
peaked at world No. 31 in 2010 and has been 
a crucial player on the U.S. Fed Cup team. 
Isner joined the USTA Pro Circuit after turning 
pro in 2007 and jump-started the best season 
of his career by winning the Tallahassee 
Challenger in 2009. Subsequently, he reached 
the semifinals at two Olympus US Open Series 
events and upset Andy Roddick en route to 
the fourth round at the 2009 US Open. Last 
year, Isner captured his first tour title, reached 
three tour finals, and also won the longest 
match in history at Wimbledon. He finished 
2010 ranked in the Top 20.

10  AND UNDER TENNIS
10 and Under Tennis is a nationwide USTA initiative that 
uses the QuickStart Tennis play format and takes a better 
approach to introducing kids to the game. Balls are lower in 
compression, so they are easier to hit; racquets are sized for 
small hands; and the courts are smaller and easier to cover. 
Full-sized courts can now be reconfigured to accommodate 
up to six 36-foot courts. In turn, kids learn, rally, play and 
compete right from the start, and the game becomes more 
accessible and fun for them.  For more information, visit 
www.10andundertennis.com.

NJTL
Cities across the country participate in the USTA/National Junior 
Tennis and Learning (NJTL) network, a nationwide network of 
community tennis organizations seeking to develop the character 
of young people through both tennis and education. Founded 
by Arthur Ashe in 1969, more than 550 registered chapters/
programs exist throughout the nation with more than 220,000 
participants ages 6-18, making NJTL one of the USTA’s largest 
community-based initiatives.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
The USTA Player Development program identifies and develops the next generation of American champions 
by surrounding the top junior players and young pros with the resources, facilities and coaching they need 
to reach their maximum potential.  The Player Development program is based at the USTA Training Center 
Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla., and also utilizes Training Centers in Carson, Calif., and Flushing, N.Y., as 
well as a series of Certified Regional Training Centers located throughout the continental United States. 

John Isner

US  OPEN NATIONAL  PLAYOffS
The USTA launched the US Open 
National Playoffs last year, making 
the US Open “open” to anyone age 
14+ and of all skill levels. This year, 
more than 1,200 players competed in 
16 Sectional Qualifying Tournaments 
nationwide for a 2011 US Open 
Qualifying Tournament wild card. A mixed doubles element was 
also added this year, where the winning team won a main draw 
mixed doubles wild card. Blake Strode, 24, of St. Louis, defended 
his US Open National Playoffs men’s title this year and Robin 
Anderson, 18, of Matawan, NJ, won the women’s wild card. David 
Martin and Christina Fusano won the mixed doubles tournament. 


